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VA R I E T I E S

 100%  Cabernet Sauvignon

A B O U T  T H I S  W I N E

Before the world recognized Catena’s Argentina as “malbec country”, the winery was
known for its old-world style Cabernet Sauvignon born in the clay-soils of Agrelo. The
family cherishes its historic Cabernet Sauvignon vineyards in Agrelo and Tupungato,
particularly for their ageability and classic flavors. Catena Alta Cabernet Sauvignon is
sourced from Lot 3 of the La Pirámide vineyard, Lot 2 of the Domingo vineyard and
Lot 2 of the Nicasia Vineyard.

Catena Alta is an assemblage of historic rows within the Catena family Estate
vineyards. The blend of these historic rows, like the marriage of sounds that create a
symphony, yields a highly aromatic and elegant wine that speaks for the earth and
the vines that have been tended by the Catenas for four generations. The Catena
Alta wines can usually be drunk starting at three years after harvest and into the
following one to two decades.

T E C H N I C A L

ABV

14.0%
PH

3.72
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Mendoza, Mendoza
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W I N E M A K I N G

VINEYARD

Catena Alta Cabernet Sauvignon is sourced from Lot 3 of the La Pirámide vineyard, Lot 2 of
the Domingo vineyard and Lot 2 of the Nicasia Vineyard.

In most regions there was about 25% more rain than usual (5 to 50mm more) in the late
spring/early summer and these rains had a natural cooling effect in the months of November
and December. Towards the end of December it stopped raining in most regions. Veraison
started a bit earlier than usual, and the canopy was well developed early in the harvest
season because of the rains. It stopped raining just at the right time for red varietals and
very high altitude chardonnay to experience the necessary amount of stress.

We did a great deal of Scholander pump water measurements this year because in the dry
conditions of Jan-May it was essential to stress the plants judiciously. Most lots were
harvested between 7 and 10 days prior to the usual date. Because of the ideal weather
conditions of February, March, April and May, we were able to harvest all our vineyards at 4
different times, a method that we find helpful as a way to intensify each aspect of the
vineyard's terroir: aromatics (early harvest), fine tannins and mid palate (mid harvest),
concentration of tannins-polymerization (late harvest.)

HARVEST

LA PIRÁMIDE VINEYARD - Agrelo, Luján de Cuyo, Mendoza, 3117 ft elevation It was nice
to avoid the hail here this year (after 2 years in a row.) The old vine Cabernet Sauvignon
from the Mendoza massal selection population was extraordinary, very balanced with
intense black fruit aromas and very smooth mouthfeel. The clonal and population Malbecs
(what we call the Catena cuttings) were perfectly ripe and tasty, a good year overall for this
vineyard.

DOMINGO VINEYARD - Villa Bastías, Tupungato, Uco Valley, Mendoza, 3675 ft elevation
Promising for Chardonnay and Pinot Noir (Dijon Clones). Laura will use some of this Pinot
Noir for the Luca Pinot.

NICASIA VINEYARD - Altamira, Uco Valley, Mendoza, 3593 ft elevation This vineyard was
harvested a few weeks earlier than usual; we harvested most of it in March. Perfect natural
acidity - no correction needed - intense black fruit; very, very dark and concentrated with no
hard edges on the tannins, ultra rich, ultra silky. Alejandro Vigil was also very surprised and
excited by the quality of the Cabernet Sauvignon in this vineyard, he says, "This was a great
year for this variety that has such great potential in this region." There were no vegetal notes
in the Cabernet Sauvignon that was deeply colored, rich in tannins and of perfect ripeness
with no over-ripe features (Alejandro particularly dislikes over-ripeness in cabernet
sauvignon.)

WINEMAKING

Total Acidity: 5.75 grams/liter

Unfined and unfiltered

AGING

Elevage: 18 months in French oak barrels.
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